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On 3 November 1884 the northern part of New Guinea, then known as Kaiser-Wilhelmsland, came under
German commercial control through the formation of the Neuguinea-Kompanie (New Guinea Company).
Just days after the south-eastern part of New Guinea was declared a protectorate under the British
control, on 1 April 1899 Germany declared the north-eastern section of New Guinea a German
protectorate (including the Bismark archipelago, New Pomerania (New Britain), New Mecklenburg (New
Ireland), New Hanover, the Admiralty Islands and Northern Solomons). The Solomon Islands was later
ceded to Britain (except for Buka and Bouganville which remainded under German control) in exchange for
renunciation of British claims in Samoa.

The Neuguinea-Kompanie became the administrative centre for the Pacific region which included the
German Solomon Islands, Carolines, Palau, the Marianas (excluding Guam) the Marshall Islands and Naru.
The territory of Kaiser-Wilhelmsland and the Bismark Archipelago including German Solomon Islands were
later referred to as Deutsch-Neu-Guinea.

The main commercial and missionary centres were Friedrich Wilhelmshafen (now Madang) and
Alexishafen. Postal agencies were opened at Finschhafen (Feb 1988 — Mar 1891, 1904 onwards),
Hatzfeldthafen (Apr 1888 — Sept 1891), Kerawara (Apr 1888 —Jun 1890) using a “Matupi” cancellation Apr-
Mar 1888, Konstantinhafen (May 1888 — Sep 1891); Stephansort (from Dec 1889), Herbertshohe (from Jun
1890) used “Kerawara” cancellation Jun —Dec 1890, Friedrich-Wilhelmshafen (from Mar 1892), Matupi
(from Nov 1894), and Berlinhafen (from May 1898),

The territories under the German protectorate was later transferred to British and Japanese control after
World War I. On Sept 29, 1914, Japanese troops occupied the Marshall Islands atoll of Enewetak, and on
Sept 30, 1914 the atoll of Dzhaluit (Jaluit) its" administrative center. At the outbreak of war in 1914
Australian forces took control over the German Pacific Island territories after neutralizing German forces
at New Pommerania (New Britain). A quantity of 1901 German Yacht series Marshall Islands and Deutsch-
Neu-Guinea stamps were captured on Nauru and Rabaul respectively by Australian forces and overprinted
G.R.l. at Rabual for use in Papua New Guinea. After the war, on June 28, 1919, Germany renounced all of
its Pacific possessions, including the Marshall Islands. On December 17, 1920, the Council of the League of
Nations approved the mandate for Japan over all former German colonies in the Pacific Ocean, located
north of the equator. Japanese control over this region would later be transferred to American control
following the defeat of the Japanese in WWII with the achipelago being added to the US Trust Territory of
the Pacific Islands, along with several other island groups in the South Sea.




